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American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO 
The American Federation of Teachers represents 1.7 million active and retired pre-K through 12th-grade 
teachers; paraprofessionals and other school-related personnel; higher education faculty and professional 
staff; federal, state and local government employees; and nurses and healthcare workers. 

The AFT is a union of professionals that is dedicated to making people’s lives better and repairing common 
ground to reclaim our future. As we champion the things children, their families and working people need 
to have good lives and a chance at the American dream, the AFT has five fundamental values that guide its 
actions in support of moving our country forward.

Those values are:

• Americans deserve good jobs that pay a decent wage, and that provide a voice at work and a secure 
retirement.

• The AFT believes it is critical to keep fighting for affordable, high-quality healthcare for every American, so 
that no one is one illness away from bankruptcy.

• Americans need public schools that are safe, welcoming, and fully funded and that prepare young people 
for life and citizenship, career and college. 

• A strong and vibrant democracy, which includes a free press, an independent judiciary, a thriving labor 
movement and the protection—not suppression—of the right to vote. 

• Protecting the civil rights of all, which means fighting back against discrimination, hatred and bigotry, so 
that we can create a more fair and just society for all. 

The AFT will be working to represent the professional and economic interests of our members and the 
communities they serve during the 2018 election cycle. To that end, we have prepared this questionnaire to 
gauge your views on issues of concern to our members. We hope you will take this opportunity to share your 
vision for preserving our democracy, protecting our most vulnerable, and strengthening our economy and 
communities. 

A strong democracy allows for disagreement and debate on issues, and we recognize that candidates may 
not necessarily agree with the AFT 100 percent of the time. We encourage you to use the comment section at 
the end of the questionnaire to share your thoughts or address any issues or concerns that you feel should be 
considered by the AFT and its affiliates.

Please return the completed candidate questionnaire to:

AFT Political Department
555 New Jersey Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 20001
Phone: 202-879-4436
Fax: 866-351-6032

Before June 30, 2018 After June 30, 2018
Janice Springer Brandon Boswell
Email: jspringer@aft.org Email: bboswell@aft.org

mailto:%20jspringer%40aft.org?subject=
mailto:bboswell%40aft.org?subject=
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Candidate Information:

Name:   State:   District:       

Address:  

      

Phone:   Email:      

Signature:   Date:       

VALUE #1
Americans deserve good jobs that pay a decent wage, and that provide a voice at work and a secure retirement. 

1. UNIONS, WORKERS’ VOICE AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
Labor unions give workers a collective voice in the workplace and are integral to the social and economic 
health of our country. Strong unions are key to a strong middle class. Furthermore, unions provide 
a collective voice for policies that benefit all working people, like increases in the minimum wage, 
affordable healthcare, safer nurse-staffing levels, quality public services and great public schools. 
 
However, despite the clear benefits of a strong labor movement, there are forces who benefit from a 
weakened labor movement—the same forces who benefit from a rigged economy and who have pushed 
for limiting voting rights, have attacked immigrants and have undermined civil rights protections.  
 
� Do you support the right of all workers to join a union? 
 o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose. 

2. ECONOMIC JUSTICE AND TAX FAIRNESS  
A fair, healthy and vibrant economy must include a federal tax system that effectively raises sufficient 
revenue for education, healthcare, safety and infrastructure, and to ensure that everyone has a fair chance 
to succeed to the best of their abilities.  
 
Any tax reform must improve working people’s lives, make the tax system fairer, and protect adequate 
revenues for necessary government responsibilities and investments. However, President Trump and 
many in Congress are advancing proposals that would make the tax code less equitable and would further 
stack the deck in favor of the wealthy at the expense of working people. 
 
� Would you oppose any efforts to eliminate or cap the state and local tax deduction?

	 o  Yes, I would oppose. o  No, I would support.
 
 � Would you oppose tax cuts for the wealthy and corporations that are paid for by cuts to Medicare, 
  Medicaid, Social Security, education or other vital programs?
	 o  Yes, I would oppose. o  No, I would support.

 � Would you support efforts to ensure that the richest Americans pay their fair share of taxes?
 o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose.
 
� Instead of providing incentives for Wall Street to offshore jobs and profits, would you support efforts   
 to close corporate tax loopholes?

 o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose. 
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3. FEDERAL FUNDING AND REVENUE 
Congressionally imposed caps on funding have restricted investments in crucial public services, including 
education, healthcare and retirement security. Congress should lift these funding caps in a way that 
treats nondefense discretionary funding equitably with discretionary defense spending, and does not cut 
programs in education, retirement security, healthcare or worker safety.

� Would you support lifting the sequester caps on nondefense discretionary funding?
o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose.

 
4. RETIREMENT SECURITY FOR ALL 

A secure retirement for workers requires Social Security, a pension and personal savings—the traditional 
three-legged stool. However, employers have increasingly shifted from defined benefit pensions to 
defined contribution savings plans, which has broken the pension leg of the stool and put the idea of 
a secure retirement in jeopardy. Without a renewed commitment to retirement security, our nation 
faces a retirement income gap that will force many workers to work longer than they should, and force 
governments to spend more on retirees who rely on Social Security for the bulk of their retirement income. 
 
A meaningful retirement plan would contain the following features: Social Security payments, portable 
benefits, lifetime payouts after retirement, and pooling of assets for investment by professionals, as well as 
efficient, transparent administration and effective oversight of plan assets.

� Would you oppose any legislation that seeks to privatize Social Security?
o  Yes, I would oppose. o  No, I would support.

� Would you support legislation requiring every employer to provide a secure pension plan with the
 various features enumerated above for every worker?

o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose. 
 

VALUE #2
The AFT believes it is critical to keep fighting for affordable, high-quality healthcare for every American, so 
that no one is one illness away from bankruptcy.

5. HEALTHCARE AFFORDABILITY AND ACCESS 
In May 2017, the House of Representatives narrowly passed the American Health Care Act, its proposal to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act passed under the Obama administration. While the AHCA repeal might be 
on hold in the Senate for now, the battle is far from over. The impact of the AHCA would be devastating: 
24 million people would lose health insurance in the coming decade, and millions of people with pre-
existing conditions would be one reoccurrence away from bankruptcy or death.  
 
The AHCA would cut $880 billion from Medicaid and strip $117 billion from Medicare for seniors to 
pay for a tax cut for the top 2 percent of earners. It would also mean, for nearly 80 percent of the school 
districts that rely on Medicaid funds, the loss of school nurses, health screenings, wheelchairs and feeding 
tubes for our most vulnerable kids. This runs counter to one of the main goals of the ACA—providing 
access to high-quality healthcare for all Americans.

� Would you oppose legislation to eliminate or repeal the Affordable Care Act or the individual
 mandate?

o  Yes, I would oppose. o  No, I would support.
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� To ensure Americans have access to affordable prescription drugs, would you support lifting
 restrictions on Medicare to negotiate drug costs with pharmaceutical companies?

o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose. 

While the ACA has provided millions of people with access to quality and affordable health insurance, it 
was never intended to penalize employees who had negotiated reasonable, comprehensive healthcare 
coverage with their employers. However, under the ACA, the excise tax is as high as 40 percent for some 
workers. 

� Would you support efforts to repeal the excise tax on employer-provided healthcare plans?
o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose. 

6. PATIENT SAFETY AND QUALITY OF CARE 
Registered nurse clinicians are the health professionals most closely linked with fall prevention, patient 
satisfaction and prevention of 30-day readmissions. However, hospitals are laying off nurses. If hospitals 
were accountable for providing minimum safe-staffing levels, nurses would have adequate time for direct 
care, managing pain, reconciling medications at discharge, and providing discharge instructions to help 
patients and families.

 
� Would you support minimum safe-staffing levels for nurses, to ensure that patients receive the level of
 care they deserve and for which hospitals are paid?

o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose. 

7. HEALTH AND OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY  
Healthcare workers are twice as likely to experience a workplace violence injury as workers in any other 
sector of the economy—and the threats are growing. It is difficult enough delivering safe and effective 
patient care in a stressful and frequently understaffed workplace; these workers shouldn’t have to risk 
their lives.

 
� Would you support a federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration standard or federal
 legislation to ensure that all hospitals and other healthcare workplaces have strong and effective
 violence prevention and security programs? 

o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose. 

VALUE #3
Americans need public schools that are safe, welcoming, and fully funded and that prepare young people for 
life and citizenship, career and college. 

8. FOUR PILLARS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND THE EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT 
The American tradition of local control of public education has resulted in a rich array of approaches, 
designs and programs. There are common traits or “pillars” among all schools that are working as they 
should. The four pillars of effective public schools are:

• Promoting Children’s Well-Being: Every school must provide a safe and welcoming learning 
environment. We need to meet kids where they are, and that means recognizing that fully half of all 
public school students live in poverty.

• Supporting Powerful Learning: Learning that engages students and inspires them to question and 
collaborate. 
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• Building Teacher Capacity: We must help teachers reach their potential as educators through support, 
collaboration and sharing expertise with colleagues.

• Fostering School and Community Collaboration: Collaboration is essential among educators, parents 
and community partners. When schools struggle, the response too often is “disruption”—mass firings, 
school closures and district takeovers.

The Every Student Succeeds Act helps enable these pillars to become reality.

� Would you support policies that strengthen the four pillars of public education?
o  Yes, I would support. o  No, I would oppose.

Do you support the Every Student Succeeds Act? Are there specific changes that you would like to see in ESSA? 

9. FEDERAL ROLE IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION  
Currently, more than 50 million students attend our country’s public schools. The teachers, 
paraprofessionals and other school employees who work with these students each day care deeply about 
the quality of our public schools and the education their students receive.  
 
Since 1965, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act has represented the federal government’s 
largest investment in K-12 education, and it is a crucial mechanism both in funding and in guiding policy 
for all public schools.

� Do you believe the federal government has a role in elementary and secondary education?
o  Yes oNo

What additional policies, if any, would you support to help close the achievement gap between advantaged and 
disadvantaged students?
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10. VOUCHER PROPOSALS  
Many states still spend less on K-12 education than they did before the 2008 recession. Despite this 
fact, the Trump administration and some in Congress seek to destabilize, polarize, and privatize public 
education through so-called school choice proposals. These proposals call for the use of taxpayer money 
to support private and religious schools. They go by many names, including vouchers, opportunity 
scholarships, tuition tax credits and portability. 
 
Decades of experiments with voucher programs have the same conclusion: vouchers fail most of the 
children they purportedly are intended to benefit. The Department of Education’s own analysis of the 
Washington, D.C., voucher program found that it has a negative effect on student achievement. The 
Louisiana voucher program has led to large declines in kids’ reading and math scores. Students in Ohio’s 
voucher program are doing worse than children in its traditional public schools.  
 
Furthermore, vouchers increase racial and economic segregation and lack the accountability that public 
schools have. The AFT believes these programs move us further away from the choice every child in 
America deserves—a well-supported, effective public school near their home.
  
� Do you oppose vouchers and/or other proposals that allow taxpayer dollars to be used for private and
 religious schools at the K-12 level, either as a limited experiment or as a full-scale program? 

 Vouchers
o  Yes, I oppose. o  No, I support.

 Opportunity scholarships
o  Yes, I oppose. o  No, I support.

 Tuition tax credits
o  Yes, I oppose. o  No, I support.

 Portability
o  Yes, I oppose. o  No, I support.

11. CHARTER SCHOOLS 
Charter schools have the potential to be incubators for innovation and collaborative labor-management 
relationships. The AFT believes that public charter schools should be held to the same standards as 
traditional public schools. These include access for all students, health and safety standards, civil rights 
requirements, academic accountability and financial transparency requirements.

� Do you support requiring charter schools to meet the same requirements as traditional public
 schools, particularly as they relate to access for all students, health and safety standards, civil rights 
 requirements, academic accountability and financial transparency?

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

� Do you think teachers in charter schools should have the right to organize and join a union?
o  Yes o  No
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12. SAFE SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 
Keeping our communities safe from gun violence is essential to ensure schools are safe, welcoming 
places for teaching and learning. The AFT believes the federal government should provide resources for 
comprehensive school safety programs and mental health support to ensure that schools are the safe 
sanctuaries our children need to learn and grow. 

� Do you support increased investment in mental health services and school safety measures?
o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

Many children in this country are being educated in substandard public school buildings, as recently 
reported by the U.S. Government Accountability Office. As you may know, children have no statutory right 
to a safe and healthy school environment. There also are no national standards for selecting new school 
building sites, and schools have been built on old Superfund sites and brownfields. 

� Do you support a federal role for establishing guidelines or standards for children’s health and safety
 in school?

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

13. EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  
High-quality early childhood education and care programs like Head Start, Early Head Start, child care, 
preschool programs and full-day kindergarten increase the likelihood that young children, from birth to 
age 5, will have the language and literacy foundation upon which later school success is built. Yet too few 
children, especially disadvantaged children, have access to such programs.

� Do you support a role for the federal government in facilitating and leveraging funding for 
 universal access to noncompulsory early childhood education and care programs for children from
 birth to age 5?

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

14. HIGHER EDUCATION 
The AFT believes that higher education is a public good, and that we have a national interest in a system of 
higher education finance that makes it possible for students to go to college without debt.

� Do you support federal proposals to incentivize states to maintain or increase their higher 
 education investments?

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

� Do you support proposals to limit the federal student loan interest rate so that the federal government
 does not take a profit from students and families?

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

� Do you support expanding the coverage and purchasing power of the Pell Grant program to limit the
 college loan liability of low- and middle-income students?

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

15. FINANCIAL AND PROGRAM INTEGRITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
For-profit colleges have come under scrutiny and criticism for high costs; aggressive, questionable recruitment 
practices; poor financial management; and an inadequate track record of preparing students to finish 
college and find gainful employment. Today, students at for-profit institutions constitute about 10 percent 
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of the undergraduate student body, but make up about 25 percent of Pell Grant and loan recipients while 
representing 48 percent of undergraduate loan defaults. 

The Obama administration implemented tougher regulations and statutory standards to correct bad practices. 
However, the Trump administration has sought to roll back many of these protections to pursue policies that 
would actually make students more vulnerable to for-profit fraud abuse.

� Do you support statutory and regulatory moves that curtail fraud and abuse at for-profit colleges? 
o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

 
VALUE #4
A strong and vibrant democracy, which includes a free press, an independent judiciary, a thriving labor 
movement and the protection—not suppression—of the right to vote. 

16. VOTING RIGHTS 
There has been an unfortunate increase in restrictive voter ID laws, outcome-driven redistricting, limited 
voting hours and opportunities, and the spread of misinformation about polling places and times. The 
Supreme Court recently struck down key provisions of the Voting Rights Act, a law that has ensured voting 
rights for millions of Americans and has promoted fair elections over the last 50 years. The decision enables 
states to change their election laws without the advance approval of the federal government, and gives 
jurisdictions the ability to suppress the vote of African-American, Latino, immigrant and low-income voters, as 
well as students and seniors.

� Do you believe that Congress should act forcefully and provide a legislative remedy in order to protect
 voting rights and ensure fair elections? 

o  Yes o  No

VALUE #5
Protecting the civil rights of all, which means fighting back against discrimination, hatred and bigotry, so that 
we can create a more fair and just society for all. 

17. IMMIGRATION
The AFT supports a comprehensive immigration reform plan that includes a road map to citizenship 
(including the Dream Act, which creates a pathway to legal status for qualified individuals who came to the 
United States before the age of 18, if they meet the educational, work or military service requirement) and 
supports labor protections to stop the exploitation of immigrant workers. 

The AFT supports sanctuary policies that build trust between law enforcement and the community, and 
strongly opposes attempts to force local and state law enforcement officers to implement federal immigration 
laws. 

The AFT opposes the Trump “travel ban,” an executive order that restricts immigration from certain countries, 
and efforts to eliminate DACA (the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program), which provides 
temporary protective status, work authorization and a Social Security number for individuals who came to the 
United States before the age of 16 and who meet the educational or military service requirement.

� Do you support comprehensive immigration reform legislation that creates a pathway to citizenship? 
o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.
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� Do you support DACA and the Dream Act? 
o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

� Do you oppose the Trump travel ban? 
o  Yes, I oppose. o  No, I support.

� Do you support legislation that protects foreign-born workers from exploitation and holds employers
 and recruiters accountable? 

o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

� Do you support sanctuary and community trust policies?
o  Yes, I support. o  No, I oppose.

OPTIONAL: ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS



Randi Weingarten
president

Lorretta Johnson
secretary-treasurer

Mary Cathryn Ricker
executive vice president

OUR MISSION
The American Federation of Teachers is a union of professionals 
that champions fairness; democracy; economic opportunity; and 

high-quality public education, healthcare and public services 
for our students, their families and our communities. We are 

committed to advancing these principles through community 
engagement, organizing, collective bargaining and political 
activism, and especially through the work our members do.
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